This book is a five part discussion of the advantages, methods and problems of humidification during anaesthesia.
The first section deals with the methods of measurement and calculation of humidity, with a very necessary and succinct discussion of the evidence supporting the need for humidification during anaesthesia.
The second section deals with the sources of moisture and heat within existing anaesthetic breathing systems. Various methods of supplying or conserving water vapour to the respiratory tract are presented with a justifiable caution on the use of nebulisers during anaesthesia. Unfortunately cost and complexity of apparatus required is largely omitted from this section although performance is discussed at great length.
The authors are able to demonstrate that using existing breathing systems, and attending to such details as the site of fresh gas inflow, humidification and carbon dioxide removal could be maximised without additional apparatus.
This book is well referenced and presents an excellent discussion of humidification during anaesthesia, perhaps directed more to the enthusiast, but with something for every anaesthetist.
The poor quality of the paper is a disappointment but understandable in view of the high cost of publishing a book for a limited audience.
R Along with the development of Intensive Care as a new medical specialty there have been numerous books produced to cater for the needs of individuals practising or training in this new discipline. Since the specialty has been considered broadly as having both medical and surgical divisions, a casebook outlining the intensive care problems of the surgical patient would seem to be necessary.
This book has 53 authors. Dr. Goldin has stated in the preface that "the aim of the text is to provide readily accessible information for the first-line personnel treating the critically ill patients". By and large the book achieves this aim. However, the aim may have been achieved more effectively if the book had been reduced by half. Chapters on postoperative open heart surgery, major abdominal surgery and peripheral vascular surgery all discussed their particular approach to hypotension separately. Antiarrhythmic therapy, postoperative fluid management, renal and respiratory failure were also discussed in many chapters separately producing at times irritating recapitulation or worse, conflicting views. If separate sections on failure of individual organ systems had been the only references to these problems and the unique situations, which may be seen in some surgical procedures, discussed within these chapters, then the problem of repetition and conflicting views would have been reduced.
Notwithstanding, the chapters on psychiatric complications and coagulation disorders related to surgery were excellent. Chapters on acid/base balance and tracheostomy and respiratory care, however, were not covered with the revision expected of a new edition.
In essence the book reflects the practices "that have been of benefit in the surgical intensive care unit at the Rush-Presbyterian St. Lukes Medical Center" and therefore is in reality a large, well prepared handbook of this unit.
L. I. G. WORTHLEY This is the fifth edition of multiple choice questions in anesthesiology and for the first time all questions other than the" A" type or the "K" type have been removed. The reason for this is that all major national examinations now use only these two types of questions.
Anesthesiology (5th Edition
As in all collections of multiple choice questions the problems set range from relatively easy to very difficult. In most cases the questions are clear and without ambiguity.
The value of answering multiple choice questions has been debated by educationalists. The most common belief is that examinees' performance in answering multiple choice questions can be improved to some degree by practice with the two types of questions provided but that in themselves they do little to enhance an examinee's knowledge.
This problem has to a large extent been overcome in this book by providing a reference for every question. The references have been deliberately limited to twenty-four and they include most of the accepted texts on anaesthetic practice and basic sciences and the 1978 Annual Refresher Course of the American Society of Anesthesiologists.
